
 

 

1 

EXPLANATION OF THE WORD "KHALIFAH" (CALIPH) IN 
THE LIGHT OF THE QUR'AN AND ARABIC POETRY 



 

ABSTRACT: 

The Qur’ān is a divine book revealed in eloquent Arabic that was 
prevelant among the Quriash and was commonly understood by the 
Arabs of the whole Arabia. To this quality of it the Qur’ān itself pointed 
out saying: “This is an eleguest Arabic”. (al-Naḥl: 103).Thus each word 
used by the Qur’ān is Arabic as well as is used by the eloquent Arabs 
thoug it is originally Arabic or borrowed by them from any other 
language- such as Sanskrit. In this article one of its words ‘Khalīfah’ has 
been discussed in the light of the Qur’ān and Arabic poetry of that period 
and the periods that have been accepted for citation. It is a humble effort 
and the redears comments will be welcome wholeheartedly. 
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