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ABSTRACT:

This study examines the concept of rational necessity and its role in
epistemic reasoning within Islamic theology, through a comparative
analysis of the Mu'tazilite and Ash‘arite schools. It addresses the
epistemological problem of defining the scope and limits of necessary
rational knowledge and its impact on theological methodology. The study
argues that the Mu ‘tazila expanded rational necessity, granting reason an
independent and binding role in recognizing moral and theological
principles, particularly in issues of divine justice. In contrast, the Ash arites
restricted rational necessity to universal rational principles and
subordinated its function to revelation in order to preserve scriptural
authority. The study concludes that the disagreement between the two
schools does not concern the legitimacy of reason itself, but rather its
epistemic scope and function. This methodological divergence
significantly shaped their theological systems and approaches to

scriptural interpretation.
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