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THE COVENANT OF FAITH AND LAW IN SURAH AL-

MA’IDAH: A STUDY ON THE STRUCTURE AND THEMATIC
COHERENCE OF THE SURAH
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Abstract:

This paper will seek to discover the structural unity of Surah Al-
Ma'idah by examining the fundamental linkage between its
themes of faith (aqidah) and law (shari'ah) within a high order:
the Divine Covenant, which is found throughout the entire
paper.The paper aims to find the common thread of the topics
of Surah Al-Ma'idah as well as the relationship between the
sections of the study, based on the inductive approach, their
analysis, and subsequent synthesis and examination of the
relationship between the functions and the complementary
functions of its phrases, lines and themes. It is considered that
the name of the surah and its opening verses are the main
elements of the surah, whose context is to be considered, and
its unique language lexicon and verbal and semantic repetitions
throughout the manifestations. The study indicates that the
study of Surah Al-Ma'idah sets up the notion of the covenant,
as a divine contract that incorporates the faith and practice.
This idea is discussed in the surah in two dimensions, a
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historical one concerning the position of the People of the Book
with regard to their covenants with God, and a modern one
addressed by referring to the commitments of the Muslim
community. Theologically, the surah revolves around the
position of the Christians with regard to monotheism, trinity
doctrine and worshiping Christ. On the legislative part, it gives
the rulings on food as a viable model of adhering to the divine
law. The paper concludes that the surah provides an integrated
vision whereby faith is the core and the law its subdivision,
where both are connected to the divine covenant, which is the
all-embracing structure of the whole religion both faith and
law. It is also seen that the surah follows a prudent approach in
integrating the two: as a lesson and admonition of the
historical transgressions, and as developing the methods of the
Islamic approach, grounded on monotheism and pragmatic
adherence to the verdict of the law.

Keywords: Surah Al-Ma’idah, Covenant, Faith, Law, Ilm al-Munasabah
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